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Sultanate had started a process which reached its culmina-
tion in Akbar's time. With the establishment of the Mughal
empire began an era, not only of consolidation but cultural
synthesis and fusion. The processes initiated by Akbar
set the pattern which persists in India to this day.

The establishment of the Delhi Sultanate also saw many
interesting innovations and experiments in administration.
The problem throughout was for a small minority to maintain
dominion over a large majority. Alauddin Khilji's attempt
to run a centralised administration which would regulate
prices and assure the masses a minimum standard of life
is an interesting precursor of modern experiments in that
direction. Muhammad Tughlak sought to introduce leather
currency and, even if he failed, initiated a development which
has world-wide application today.

More important than these administrative reforms was
the impetus given to the development of the modern Indian
languages. Even before the advent of the Muslims, a fairly
large volume of popular literature had grown up in Prakrit
and Pali. Most of the books in these languages may be
traced to the influence of the Buddha and Mahavira who
preached to the people and spoke in a language they could
understand. The main current of literary work, however,
continued to flow through Sanskrit. Whenever the Brah-
manical influence grew, the importance of Sanskrit increased.
When the Muslims appeared in India, Buddhism was dying*
if not dead. This powerful support of local languages
was therefore no longer active. The patronage of a succes-
sion of kings and its championship by men like Sankara-
charya had restored the prestige of Sanskrit

The position was completely transformed after the
establishment of the Sultanate. The Muslims had no
particular reason to favour Sanskrit. In fact, in the earlier
stages there was latent hostility to it. On the one hand,
they introduced Persian as the language of the court.
On the other, they sought to establish closer contacts